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To FREIHERR KARL VON GERSDORFF.

Bale, May 26, 1876.
DEAR F&IEND :

. . . I must tell you something, which, so far as
other people are concerned, is still a secret, and must
remain so for the present: following upon an invita-
tion of the best friend in the world, Fraulein von
Meysenbug, I intend in October to spend a whole year
in Italy. I have not yet'been granted leave h*y the
authorities, but I think it will come, more particu-
larly as, with the view of sparing so small a corpora-
tion the burden of my pay, I have volunteered to for-
feit my salary for the whole period. Freedom! You
cannot imagine how deeply I breathe when I think of
it! We shall live in the simplest manner possible at
Fano (on the Adriatic). This is my news. All my
hopes and plans regarding my ultimate spiritual
emancipation and untiring advancement are once
more in full bloom. My confidence in myself, I mean
in my better self, fills me with courage. Even the
state of my eyes does not affect this. (Schiess thinks
they are worse than they were some time ago. The
long and short of it is I want a secretary). My lectures
are very well attended. In one of them I have about 20
scholars, in the other about 10, and the same numbers
at the school. I shall certainly not marry; on the
whole, I hate the limitations and obligations of the
whole civilized order of things so very much that it
would be difficult to find a woman free-spirited enough
to follow my lead. The Greek philosophers seem to
me ever more and more to represent the paragon of
what one should aim at in our mode of life. I read